MEMBER PROFILE I

astirack

Computer Solutions

4

Bottom line benefits...fast!

Combining industry experience with programming know-how FastTrack brings
fellow HIA members software solutions that make money almost immediately.

IA member Ivor Kosowitz is a man with two
H valuable skill sets. A registered builder and

project planning and cost-control engineer
with over 35 years experience in construction,
Ivor also possesses an understanding of computers
and software that most of us can only envy.

Disatisfied with proprietary programmes for
builders, he brought together both skill sets in
1985 and founded FastTrack Computer Solutions
with the aim of creating software packages that
really met the housing industry’s needs.

Twenty-three years later FastTrack’s suite
of FastBuild programs is regarded as an industry
leader by builders, not just in WA but right across
Australia.

The flagship of the FastBuild suite is the
Estimating module - a program that can cut the
time spent on a typical home from eight hours to
just two hours or less.

“Ease and accuracy are the keywords,” says
Ivor. “Builders don’t have time to struggle with
computers, and they can’t afford costly errors.

“We’ve made our programs as easy to use and
foolproof as we possibly can.”

The user testimonials on FastTrack’s website
back Ivor’s claim, but what many fail to mention
is how quickly the investment can be recouped.

“The Estimating system practically pays for
itself the first time you use it,” says Ivor. “From

Siness and

vofits:

ire lo give you

e = Wy

Ivor Kosowitz

p: 9275 9188
there on in you’re saving thousands of dollars in ~ Www.perthsoftware.com

man-hours on every home.

Coming to grips with a new computer program
can be daunting, but according to Ivor you can
be up and running with the FastBuild Estimating
package in a matter of hours.

“With other programs you need to manually
enter values for practically every cost centre,”
explains Ivor, "but FastBuild’s Estimating
module comes with current pricing and
hourly rates already entered.

“You’ll need to maintain and update values
as time goes by, but the bottom line is that you
can generate an accurate quote within a
couple of hours of installing the system.”

Training comes with each of the FastBuild
modules, but in most cases users are on such
familiar territory that they can simply
switch on and start working.

“You just key in the dimensions of the
home and the package automaticlly gives
you a breakdown of the labour and materials
— how many bricks you need, how many bags
of concrete, how many wire ties — and the cost
per trade.

“That’s where the program really starts
to pay off,” adds Ivor. “Nothing gets
missed out, and that is vital to your profitability
these days.”

The basic package can be tailored
to suit various construction methods
and user requirments and specialised
packages are available for specific
trades such as plumbing, ceilings
and steel fabrication.

In addition to estimating, the FastBuild
suite also has integrated modules covering
contract administration and book-keeping,
contract and specifications, variations,
progress claims, invoicing, purchasing,
cost management and reporting.

“It’s a question of knowing the industry,
understanding how people like to work,
and coming up with the right solution,”
says lvor.

For many that solution is training and
FastTrack offers flexible, “small group’ and
‘one-on-one’ training covering Microsoft
Word, Excel, Outlook and Access. Ivor is
also recognised as one of WA’s leading
trainers in Microsoft Project.
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So, if you’re looking for software
solutions or computer training, talk to
your fellow HIA member...talk to Ivor at
FastTrack Computer Solutions.
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